54                                                 t E N I N

would weaken the tsarist regime and strengthen the revolutionary forces.
Subsequent events fully confirmed Lenin's forecast. In an article entitled
6The Autocracy and the Proletariat/* published in the first Issue of Vperyod
on December 2231904, he referred not to the impending revolution, but to
the "revolution which has already started in Russia/* On receiving the news
about the capture of Port Arthur by the Japanese, he wrote: "The capitulation
of Port Arthur is the prologue to the capitulation of tsarism.5** This was
several days before "Bloody Sunday/*

The revolution which thus began in Russia was the first after the long
years of political reaction that had reigned in Europe since the fall of the
Paris Commune. The beginning of this revolution was a portent of the
gigantic scope and genuinely nation-wide character it would assume. None
knew as profoundly as Lenin that revolution teaches and enlightens with
enormous rapidity; that one day of revolution is the concentrated essence
of niany years of "peaceful" evolution. More than once he stated that
revolution is a gigantic school not only for the masses but also for the Party^
for the leaders. But the task, he said3 was not only to learn from revolution
but also to teach it, to put the proletarian stamp upon i% and thereby ensure
its real victory*

Events developed with whirlwind rapidity. Lenin felt his exile abroad
very acutely at a time like this. In one of Ms comments on the events of
January 95 he wrote :

"Naturally, at this accursed distance^ in Geneva., it is becoming immensely
more difficult to keep pace with events. But as long as we are compelled to
remain at this accursed distance^ we must try to keep pace with them., sum
them up, draw conclusions^ extract from the history of to-day^the experience
that will serve us in good stead to-morrow^ in another place, where to-day
the 'people are still silent/ but where, in one way or another^ the flames of
revolution will burst forth in the vexy near future."**

Lenin made active preparations for the impending revolutionary battles.
He dfosdy studied the way in which the masses were "making history,"
and the new forms of straggle and organization that were arising in the course
of the mass revolutionary straggle. Again and again he "took counsel" with
Marx and Engels^ re-read what they had written about the revolution of
18483, particularly their articles on armed insurrection, and studied the military
works of Engds and the literature on street and barricade fighting^ particu-
larly during the Paris Commune, He read with avidity every important
Russian, English, German and French newspaper^, and none was able better
than he to obtain a true picture of the course of the revolution even from the
IjifonBation given in the bourgeois press.

He fomrdated the main objectives at this stage as : to arm the proletariat
and the peasantry^ to prepare for and organize an aimed insurrection to
establish in Russia the revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of the workers
and peasants.

He was very anxious that the Party should not kg behind events^ that it
mend its influence and leadership over larger sections of the workers*
while ensuring the complete class independence of the proletariat,

In February 1905, Ms article "New Tasfcs and New Forces" appeared*
la this article he, for the first timea formulated the main strategical slogan of
Bolshevism in die bourgeois-dmodatic revolution, namely: the revoln-
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